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STATE OF ILLINOIS— Drpabtment of State, 

Sfbinofisld, Dec, 1, 1870. 

To His BxedUney John M. Palhbr, Oowmor of Illinois : 

Sib : In compliance with the provisions of Section 21, Article 
y, of the State Oonstitation, I have the honor to snbmit herewith, 
for your consideration and transmission to the Oeneral Assembly, 
the First Report of the Secretary of State, nnder the provisions 
of the present Constitution. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

EDWARD EUMMEL, 
Hecreiary of 8taU. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 



Under the provieioDS of the State OonstitDtion of 1848, and 
the Statute Laws of the State, the Secretary of State was not re- 
quired to make any regular report to the General Assembly, but 
only to that honorable body and your Excellency, when specially 
called upon so to do on some specified subject upon which infor- 
mation was desired. I therefore, for this, my First ilegular Beport, 
have as a guide no data or plan upon which to base such report, 
or any statute law designating the subject matter of said report, 
and, the duties of this department and the business of this office 
being of such a miscellaneous character, it would be impracticable 
to embrace them all in the space allotted for this report, nor are 
they all of that importance to justify me in bringing them to the 
attention of the General Assembly, although requiring a vast 
amount of labor and strict attention on my part to see them pro- 
perly performed. I will, therefore, confine my statements to such 
matters as seem to me to be of general interest and proper in this 
connection. 



On the 11th day of January, 1869, 1 was sworn into office, and 
assumed its duties — the former Secretary of State, Hon. Sharon 
Tyndale, handing me the keys of the office and State House, and 
transferring to my control all the property of the State ot which 
the Secretary of State, by virtue of his office, is the custodian. 

DUnSS OF 8E0BETABY. 

As before stated, the duties of the Secretary of State are of such 
a nature as would be unnecessary to mention, in detail; but those 
designated by the Constitution and the Statutes are as follows, 
viz: 



To keep a record of the official acts of the Governor, and to re- 
port the same to either House ot the General Assembly, when 
called upon to do so ; 

To have general charge of the State Honse, and to see that the 
same and the adjoining grounds are kept in good order and re- 
pair ; 

To have charge of all the furniture of the State and keep the 
same in good repair, and to purchase all wood, etc., necessary for 
the use of the State House ; 

To make out and give to all persons who may require the same, 
copies of laws, acts, resolutions, or records of this office ; 

To make out, countersign, and keep a record of all commissions 
issued by the Governor, stating date of election, date of commis- 
sion, etc. ; 

To have charge of, and safely keep, all public acts, laws, reso- 
lutions, records and other papers appertaining to either branch of 
the General Assembly ; 

To have charge of the State Library, and to see that all books 
therein are safely kept, properly classified, with catalogue of the 
same, and to permit the same to be taken out by the proper per- 
sons; 

To purchase all stationery and printing paper that is required 
for use of the General Assembly ; 

To make contracts for the State printing and binding, and to 
superintend the execution thereof, and to assist in the examination 
of the accounts of the public printer and binder ; 

To receive and file all census returns ; 

To superintend the distribution of all laws, messages, reports of 
State officers, reports of State Institutions, etc. ; 

To record and provide for the safe-keeping of all reports, 
documents, laws, journals, records, etc., of this and other States 
and Territories, and of the United States ; 

To canvass, abstract, file and record the returns of all elections 
for State and County officers ; 

To receive, file, copy and record all laws, journals and reports 
of the General Assembly : 

To exemplify and certify all the laws of other States, on file in 
this office, when called upon to do so ; 

To receive and care tor all such geological and mineraiogical 
epec'imoDB, ancient remains, Indian and other antiquities, as may 



be presented or sent to him, and to attend to all dnties appertain- 
ing to the safe*keepiog of the same ; and to perform snch other 
duties as he may be called upon to do by the Governor and General 
Assembly. 

The Secretary of State is also custodian of the Great Seal of 
State, used by him in attesting all official commissions, copies of 
laws, etc. 

BEOOBDS. 

Soon after I assumed the duties of this office, I found it neces- 
sary, in order that the business properly belonging thereto might 
be conveniently and systematically conducted, to procure an addi- 
tional number of record and other books, those in use being illy 
adapted to the rapidly increasing business of this department. I 
therefore procured a number of such books for record of the fol- 
lowing branches of the business of this office, at the same time 
keeping in use such as were proper. The record books now in 
use are as follows : 

1. Executive Kecord, in which are recorded all the acts of the 
Governor, and business of this department for which no special 
record book is provided. 

2. Kecord of all Notaries Public in the State appointed and 
commissioned by the Governor. 

3. Eecord of Incorporations and Associations organized under 
the general laws of the State, which record also shows acceptance 
of charters granted by the General Assembly, and consolidations 
of railroad and other companies. 

4. Kecord of Commissioners of Deeds for the State of Illinois, 
resident in other countries, States and Territories. 

5. Record of Oommissioners of Deeds of other countries. States 
and Territories, resident in the State of Illinois. 

6. Record of Proclamations by His Excellency, the Governor. 

7. Record of Requisitions issued upon the Governors of other 
States and Territories for the return of fugitives from the justice 
of this State. 

8. Record of Warrants of Arrest issued upon the requisitions 
of Governors of other States and Territories on the Governor of 
this State, for the return of fugitives from such States or Territo- 
ries taking refuge in this State. 

9. Record of the Pardon of Convicts in the Penitentiary and 
County Jails, granted by the Governor. 
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10. Record of Restoration to Oitizenahip of conyicts, as pro- 
vided by the law of the State. 

11. Record of Bonds issued under an act of the General Assem- 
bly of 1859. 

12. Record of the Abstract of Votes cast at regular and special 
elections held in the State. 

13. Record of the distribution of laws, reports, public docu- 
ments, etc., by the Secretary of State. 

14. Record of Patents issued for Illinois and Michigan Canal 
lands, etc. 

15. Record of Patents for State lands sold. 

16. Record and Judex to enrolled copies o( public and private 
laws of the session of 1869. 

17. Record of Territorial and State Officers from the date of 
the Territorial organization until the present time. 

18. Record of all the officers in each county in the State. 

19. Record of Justices of the Peace in each county, and of 
the Police Magistrates in each town and city in the State. 

20. Record of Trustees and Boards of Managers of the various 
charitable institutions of the State. 

21. Record of Members of the Territorial Council of the Ter- 
ritory of Illinois, and members of both branches of the General 
Assembly of the State irom its first session until the present time. 

22. Record of the United States Senators and Members of 
Congress representing this State in the National Congress, from 
1818 to the present time. 

( 23. Record of the Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
of the State, together with the Clerks of the same, and also the 
various State's Attorneys. 

Besides the record books enumerated above, many others are 
used in the various branches of this office, for my own and the 
convenience of the clerical force, which are not deemed of impor- 
tance enough to mention. 

To the best of my ability, and I trust to the satisfaction of the 
people of this State, I have performed the work allotted to me ; 
and I trust that the various duties above enumerated have been 
properly performed, and that the records in this office will be found 
satisfactory to your Excellency and to the General Assembly about 
to convene. 
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STATE HOUBX. 



My doties as custodian of the State House, and the care of the 
property of the State properly coming under my control, I have 
endeavored to perform with an eye single to the interests of the 
State. Such repairs and improvements as were deemed necessary 
to keep the State House in good order and condition I have not 
hesitated to have done ; but as the State now occupies the State 
House under and by provisions of the sale contract made with the 
county of Sangamon,^ as tenant, 1 have deemed it best not to make 
any permanent improveopients, repairs, etc., that would require a 
large outlay of money, believing that, in view of the early occu- 
pancy of tiie new State House, such an expenditure would be 
needless on the part of the State. 

I have great difficulty, ovring to the dampness in the basement 
of the State House, to keep the books, laws, journals and other 
records kept there, from being ruined ; but by frequent changes 
and repairs, and by keeping fires in such rooms as were found to 
be very damp, I have managed to keep such books and laws in a 
fair condition. But each year adds to the difficulty of preserving 
these books, as my experience for the past two years has proved 
to me, and I know of no remedy (until after the books, laws, etc., 
etc., are removed to the vaults of the new State House), but the 
watchful care of the custodian in charge of the same. 

In this connection, I would respectfully report that, by the ap- 
portionment for the members of the first House of Representatives 
under the provisions of the new Constitution of the State, and the 
addition to the number of members of the Senate, both bodies 
were so largely increased that suitable accommodations could not 
be furnished either house in the Halls usually occupied by them. 
Therefore, after consultation with His Excellency, the Governor, 
it was deemed best to fit up the old Bepresentatives Hall for the 
use of the Senate, and to procure the use of the new church edi- 
fice erected by the Second Presbyterian Society, of this city, for 
the use and occupancy of the House of Representatives, thus giv- 
ing to each branch of the General Assembly, large, commodious 
and pleasant rooms, well lighted and ventilated. 

The new Constitution having largely increased the number of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, it was found that the room 

— Bl 
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formerly used ae a court room by the Supreme Court was alto- 
gether too email for the comfort or oonyenience of this dignified 
body, and upon appliqation from the clerk of said court in the 
Second Grand Division, and after consulting with the Governor, 
I gave my consent that this court should occupy the old Senate 
Chamber, and it has been re-modeled and furnished in order th^ 
that it may be convenient for its new occupants. 

ooioirrTBB boom fusnitusb of oonstit u tional oonvbhtion. 

By resolution of the Constitutional Convention, which dosed 
its session on the 13th d^y of last Mayi the Secretary of State was 
directed to, smd did purchase a quantity of stoves, tables, carpets, 
etc., for the rooms occupied by the several committees of said 
Convention ; and said Convention adjourned without giving me 
any instructions as to the disposal of the same. I therefore have 
deemed it best to treat it as other property of the State under my 
control, and will use the articles for furnishing such committee 
and other rooms as may be required by the Twenty-Seventh Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

TKDSmsa PAPBB. 

As the records of the State will show, after I took charge of 
this office, the contract for supplying printing paper fer use of the 
State for the years 1868 and 1869, made by my predecessor with 
George W. Chatterton, was, by a resolution of the Twenty- Sixth 
General Assembly, annulled, and the Secretary of State instructed 
not to receive more paper under said contract with Mr. Chatter- 
ton, and I was also required and directed by resolution of said 
General Assembly to make a new contract with W. C. Clarke, for 
such an amount of paper as would be required for the use of the 
State until the new contract to be made in 1870. This contract 
I made with Mr. Clarke, as directed, he furnishing the paper re- 
quired at the rate of seven dollars and twenty cents per ream. 

On the 5th day of October, 1870, in response to the advertise- 
ment for proposals for furnishing printing paper for the use of the 
State, the bids received were opened, and the contract for furnish- 
ing said paper was let to P. W. Harts, at six dollars and ninety- 
nine cents per ream, he being the lowest bidder , and the paper 
now being received is furnished under his contract. 
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PBIHTINa AKD BIKDIKa. 



On the 22d day of last Jane, in compliance with an advertise- 
ment for proposals for the printing and binding of the laws, joar* 
nals, reports, ete., of the Twenty-Seventh General Assembly, bids 
were received from a number of parties, and npon being opened 
it was found that John P. Baker was the lowest biddisr for both 
the printing and binding, and he was so informed, and the con^- 
traot for State printing was awarded to him, and his bond for the 
same accepted ; but failing to file a satis&ctory bond with his bids 
for binding, the contract was, on the 2l8t day of July, A. D. 1870, 
awarded to H. W. Rokker, he being the next lowest bidder. 

In this connection, I would say that both the printing and bind- 
ing contracts made with the parties above mentioned, are very 
satisi'actory and advantageous to the State— both parties being 
experienced and superior workmen. 

STATIONERY. 

The new Oonstitution, in lieu of stationery for the members of 
the General Assembly, gives to each member fifty dollars. This 
provision, in a great measurej obviated the necessity of adver- 
tising for the usual amount of stationery heretofore required, and 
as each State officer has an appropriation for the purchase of his 
own stationery, it was thought best, after consultation with His 
Excellency, the Governor, not to make the usual advertisement 
for proposals to furnish stationery, the amount of materials re- 
quired not justifying the expense that would be incurred by so 
doing ; and the whole matter of furnishing stationery is respect- 
fully referred to the General Assembly for such instructions to me 
as may seem proper under the circumstances. 

FUBL. 

On the 80th day of July last, pursuant to an advertisement for 
proposals for furnishing for the use of the State House the amount 
of wood required, a number of bids were received, and the con- 
tract awarded to George W, Ingalls, for one hundred and twenty- 
five cords, at six dollars and torty-five cents per cord. This is 
considered a very reasonable figure for the quality of wood fur- 
nished. 
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OBN8U8 ILBTUBNB. 



My duties in regard to receiving and recording census retnms 
have been merely nominal, as there has been no census of the 
State, by authority of the State, since 1865 ; but I deem it a mat- 
ter of great importance to the State that some measures be inau- 
gurated by the Twenty-Seventh General Assembly, whereby the 
census and other statistical information regarding the wealth and 
resources of the State, and other valuable matter, may be gathered 
together and published, not only for the use of the citizens of Illi- 
nois, but for the information of those in foreign countries and in 
the Eastern States desiring to find homes in the West. 

Duplicate copies of the returns of the census just taken by au- 
thority of the General Government, under the supervision of the 
United States Marshals in the Northern and Southern Districts 
of this State, are now being deposited in my custody, being packed 
in boxes and stowed away in the basement of the State House, 
there to remain as sealed books until the General Government 
shall see fit to famish the information contained in said returns, 
to the people of this State. These statistics could be transferred 
to a State record, if the General Assembly thought best to pass 
an act for that purpose, and I would respectfully refer the con- 
sideration of the subject to that honorable body. 

GBOLOaiOAL OOLLEOTIONS. 

Concerning the duty of the Secretary of State in receiving and 
caring for geological and mineralogical specimens, etc., I wonld 
say that for many years this duty has been entirely nominal, the 
State Geologist, since the creation of that office, having had charge, 
in fact, of all matters pertaining to this statute duty of the Secre- 
tary of State; and in order that this duty be placed, by law, upon 
the officer to whom it properly belongs, I would respectfully re- 
commend the passage of an act by the General Assembly in rela- 
tion to this subject. 

ENBOLLSD LAWS. 

Dnring the time I have been in this office I have experienced 
many difficulties and expended much time and labor in looking 
up the enrolled laws of the State, passed at the sessions of the 
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General Afisembly, held many years since, caased by the want of 
a record and index of said enrolled laws. These laws are now 
filed in pigeon holes in the cases prepared for them ; but if any 
particalar law is called for by the State ofS!cers or other parties, 
there being no index, it is almost impossible to find what is 
desired. 

The enrolled laws and resolutions of the Twenty-Sixth General 
Assembly I have so arranged and classified that it requires but a 
moment's time to find any act or resolution passed by that hon- 
orable body. In order that the enrolled laws, etc., of each session 
of the General Assembly, now deposited in this office, may be 
properly classified and indexed, I would respectfully suggest that 
a law be passed by the General Assembly aathorizing the Secre- 
tary of State to perform this labor, and making such appropria- 
tions as may be found necessary to pay the clerical assistance 
required. 

The importance of having the work done and all the records of 
this office kept in a systematic and uniform manner, must be ap- 
parent to all who understand the business of this department of 
State, and each year not only adds to the business, but also to the 
importance of keeping the records of this office properly ; and had 
the appropriation for clerk hire for this office been sufficient to 
employ additional clerical force to commence this work, I would 
have felt justified in so doing ; bnt the current work, which is 
daily increasing, has kept myself and the clerks employed busy 
every moment of the time, and during a portion of each year the 
working hours have been twelve and fifteen each day. ^ith a 
sufficient clerical force in this office the work now devolving upon 
the Secretary of State could be so arranged, classified and con- 
ducted, that any information appertaining to said office, desired 
by the General Assembly or a private citizen, coold be obtained 
without the delay and uncertainty now experienced. 

PRINTma OF LAWS. 

Owing to the passage of the vast number of private laws by the 
past Legislatures, the cost of the printing for the State has ma- 
terially increased year after year. The prohibition of special leg- 
islation incorporated in the present Constitution of the State, will 
materially lessen this expense, and also save to the State a large 
amount of money required heretofore for the purchase of printing 
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paper; and in diis connection I wonid fespectftilly suggest, for 
the action of the General Aeeembly, » ohang^e in the law directing 
the publication of the laws of the State with side notes, by having 
said notes printed with the title of the Act, thus adding to the uni- 
formity of the same, and resulting in a great saving of money 
which is now paid for paper and printing. I would respectfully 
suggest that this subject receive such consideration from the Oen- 
eral Assembly as in their judgment may seem proper. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASUBES. 

My attention has been frequently called to the law of the State 
regarding weights and measures, and on the 30th day of March, 
A. D. 1870, 1 sent a circular letter to each County Clerk and 
County Surveyor in the State, calling their attention to the law, 
and expressing a fear that this law had been partially, if not en- 
tirely, ignored by most of the counties in the State. 

A number of County Clerks and Surveyors, responding to this 
circular, provided their respective counties with sets of weights 
and measures, and sent the same to me to be tested and sealed. 
With the imperfect apparatus now deposited with the Secretary 
of State, this work was satisfactorily performed ; but the majority 
of counties have ignored the provisions of this important law, and 
are unprovided with any standard weights or measures, as is con- 
templated by the law referred to. 

The complete set of testing apparatus provided by a United 
States law to be furnished each State in the Union, has never 
been received by this State, for the reason that no fire-proof and 
other buildings, required by said act to be erected, have been 
built by the State ; but it is presumed that this matter will be sat- 
isfactorily arranged in the new State House building now being 
erected^ and when ready for use all the apparatus required for 
testing scales, of all sizes, weights and measures, will be furnished 
by the General Government, as provided in the act aforesaid. 

I would respectfally suggest that the State law regarding 
weights and measures be revised and amended in such a manner 
as will meet the requirements of the present day, and as will be 
found necessary after its consideration by the General Assembly. 
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8TATB LIBBABT. 

The Secretary of State is, by law, ex^fficio State Librarian and 
the custodian of this important and valuable department. When 
I first took charge of the library, I found the selection very in- 
complete, and I was informed that many jbooks Had been lost since 
the library was established, and many of the books had become 
worthless on account of continued and hard usage, and I found 
that those that remained on the shelves were in a dilapidated 
condition. 

An appropriation of $6000 was made by the Twenty-Fifth Gen- 
eral Assembly to be expended during the years 1867 and 1S68. 
For some reasons, unknown to me, not a cent of this appropriation 
was expended, and as the necessity of placing on the shelves of 
the State library a well-selected class of books of a miscellaneous 
character, was plainly apparent, an appropriation of $6000 was 
again made by the Legislature, and during the years 1869 and 
1870 the appropriation was expended in the purchase of a large 
number of books, selected by the Governor, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and the Secretary of State. Hon. I. A. Powell 
was chosen as the purchasing agent, and the line collection of 
books (limited, it is true,) now on the shelves of the library, show 
how well the money was expended, and how good the selections 
made. 

The miscellaneous works now in the library will number about 
2550 volumes, nearly half of which were purchased by the appro- 
priation heretofore mentioned, together with the regular appro- 
priation of $500 for the years 1S69 and 1870, making in all $7000. 

The library is yet far from being what a State, occupying the 
position of Illinois, should have, and a liberal appropriation is de- 
sirable for the purchase of new books. 

During the past month I have re-arranged the books in the 
library, classifying and making a new catalogue of the same, and 
the public documents of the dnited States and the States and 
Territories have been entirely re-arranged, and, as fiar as possible, 
one complete set of each placed in the library. Many sets are 
now incomplete, but I am in hopes of receiving duplicates of the 
missing books, correspondence having been opened for that pur- 
pose with those States whose sets are incomplete. 

All duplicates and extra copies of these documents are stored 
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in the basement of the State House, where I have had two rooms 
fitted up for their safe keeping. Many of these books will be dis- 
posed of by the Library Oommissioners, and the proceeds devoted 
to the purchase of miscellaneous works for the library. 

A number of incomplete sets of miscellaneous works, and others 
duplicated by the purchase of new books, may and will doubtless 
be sold, and the proceeds applied as the law directs, for the pur- 
chase of new books. 

A complete list of all the books, documents, laws, reports, etc., 
of this and other States and Territories, and of the United States, 
together with a Catalogue of the State Library, is attached hereto, 
and is made a part of this report. This list and the Catalogue 
shows the following : 

Ko. of Vols. 

Miscellaneous works in the State Librjuy 2,536 

Publications of « the United States, and of the different 

States, etc., about 7,000 

Surplus copies of U. S. publications and of the different 

States and Territories, stored in the basement 3,360 

Surplus copies of Illinois publications, laws, reports, etc., 

in basement • 25,036 

Daplicate and incomplete miscellaneous works in the 

State Library 210 

Total number of volumes 38,142 

The system of exchanging, between States, the various laws, 
journals, etc., published by them, has been the means of keeping 
up a good supply of such books in the State Library. The Li- 
brary is also indebted to John Watts De Peyster, for a copy of the 
Personal and Military History of General Philip Kearney, and 
to Hon. E. M. Haines, of Lake county, for Haines' Compilation 
of Township Organization Laws of the States of Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa and Michigan. 

There is no complete history of the State of Illinois now in the 
library, the copy of Ford's history having disappeared years ago, 
and in order to supply its place and for the purpose of exchange, 
the Library Commissioners have made arrangements for the pur- 
chase of one hundred copies of the History of Illinois, from 1778 
to 1833, and the Life and Times of Minian Edwards, by his son, 
Ninian W. Edwards. 
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In concIueioD, I would say that there may be many matters of 
interest and importance that would be proper to mention in this 
connection that have been omitted, but this report (imperfect as it 
may be) is respectfully submitted with the hope that such sugges- 
tions as I have made may not be deemed out of place, and that 
the same will receive that consideration they may merit, from the 
General Assembly, soon to convene. 

EDWARD RUMMEL, 

Secretary of State and I^- Officio State Librarian, 



COMPLETE LIST OF SURPLUS BOOKS 



STORED IN THE BASEMENT, AND OF 



MISCELLANEOUS WORKS DUPLICATED AND INCOMPLETE, 



LIST OF BOOKS IN THE BASEMENT.— Surplus Copies. 



United States. 



No. of 
vols. 

Laws of Congress IV26 

Senate Journals 89 

Senate Documents 258 

Senate Miscellaneous 14 

Senate Reports 17 

Land Laws, Instructions and Opinions 1 

Reports of Committees 56 

Reports of Committees and Court of 

Claims 28 

Patent Office Reports 2 

Report on Commerce and Navigation 1 



No. of 
vols. 

Report of Secretary of War 1 

Report of Prize Cases in New York . . 1 

Report of Coast Survey . ^ 1 

Eighth Census .3 

House Journals 41 

House Miscellaneous 18 

Miscellaneous Documents 14 

Executive Documents 244 

Annals of Congress 69 

American State Papers (Public Lands). 176 



BOOKS OF THE DIFFERENT STATES. 



Laws 



Alabama. 



Arkansas, 



Laws, 
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